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It is with deep regret that I advise of the sad passing of long time ASRA Member Graeme Hartman, aged 84 years.  Graeme passed away Tuesday 11th March 2025 whilst in a care facility  He unfortunately had been suffering ill health for some time.
During his many years involved in speedway - what really stands out was the generosity, support and passion that Graeme provided to both solo and sidecar divisions racing at the Sydney Royal.  This created "Rider Incentive", thus providing an exciting and successful racing format.
At Graeme's service, conducted at the Eastern Suburbs Crematorium in Sydney on Thursday 20th March, former Sydney solo competitor and long and close friend, Jim Crowhurst, delivered the following speedway tribute to generous gentleman Graeme.
Jim's words, I feel, reflect the spirit and camaraderie of competitors (whether rival or friend) that strongly existed in that era.  

[image: ]We all knew the most beautiful noise was a JAP engine at full roar around the Showground and Graeme loved hearing that roar as he rode his bike around the circuit.
Graeme's career started as a skid kid in the mid-fifties at Sydney Sports ground.  He joined Eastern Suburbs Motorcycle Club and raced short circuit at Arcadia and other tracks around the State.
He progressed to stock bikes on Speedway.  His first ride on speedway was how most riders get their start - as a replacement.  This was for Bill Bryden at Cumberland Oval in the late fifties.  Later he became a regular rider at Westmead, Kembla Grange and the Showground in the late fifties, early sixties.
Graeme ultimately became a backmarker in the handicap races - riding off 80 yards.
He was right amongst it riding alongside such big names as Bill Bryden, Brian Collins, Bob Sharp, Lionel Levy, Barry Hopkins, Noel Richards, Pat Dann and many more.
Graeme also travelled to Rockhampton to ride with Bob Sharp at the Rockie Showground during winter.  After every Sydney Showground meeting it was a tradition for everyone to get together in Drivers Avenue.  Here there were stories told, laughs had and excuses made.  Graeme loved it.
He retired in the mid-sixties to concentrate on building up his business at Shell Auto Port, Pagewood, along with building up the profits at the nearby Pagewood Hotel.
Every Friday night Graeme would hold court and the usual bunch of suspects would roll in.  Mick Page, Dick Derby, Bob Pickering, Jeff Davis, Kenny Bell, Laurie Siedl and Gordon Robbie.  Lots of drinks – lots of laughs.
In his career Graeme won the 1961 NSW Junior Solo Championship.  This championship was a difficult, hard-fought competition and he won against many of the great riders of that era
Graeme was also very proud to remain the holder of the 3-laps clutch start record at the 620-yard track at Westmead speedway   He set the record in 1960 of 68 seconds.  It was equalled two years later by Bob Sharp.  This record will stand forever, thanks to the bulldozers.
The camaraderie was great and many lifelong friendships were made.  Many of these friends are here today to remember and celebrate Graeme’s life.
When the test matches were revived, Graeme went out of his way to make the English teams welcome, taking them water skiing and hosting parties at his Maroubra home.  Once again making lifelong friends.  
There were many names – too many to mention but one family in particular is the Boocock family.  He did this year after year,  not only with the British boys, but also the internationals who came to Sydney – supplying them with fuel and oil.  
His generosity did not only apply to riders.  I remember a young Englishman straight off the boat, walking into Graeme’s workshop with a letter of introduction from English rider, Colin Pratt.  Graeme read the letter, got up, took the young man to the Pagewood pub and bought him a beer and christened him “Pommy Burt” – (ASRA Member Andrew Burton).  He took him under his wing and they became great mates from that day on.   That is the sort of man Graeme was.
Graeme retired from racing around 1963 but he remained active in the sport.  He sponsored a number of speedway riders and drivers – Geoff Curtis, Doug Tyreman, Garry Gugliemi and myself in the compacts.
He sponsored the season point score at the showground for a number of years and also the annual Geoff Curtis shield.
Later in life Graeme finally got to go to England in 1972.  Although he never got there while he was riding, there he caught up with many of his old mates from his riding days.  He got to go to many of the tracks, including a World Final at Wembley Stadium.  
On a personal note, I first met Graeme in the early sixties.  I liked him straight away.  I loved his enthusiasm for the sport and I could tell he was a fair dinkum bloke.  I travelled to the Brisbane Exhibition ground and Adelaide’s Rowley Park  with him.  Great times – we laughed, he was friendly, was easy to get along with and knew a lot about the sport.
Later on, on the Peter White GP tours we had many more laughs and made great memories that I am still grateful for today.  They were fantastic times.
I think speedway in Sydnery– back in the day – was not like any other sports like rugby league or cricket where there were hundreds of competitors each week.
In our speedway sport, on a normal night at the Royal, there were only fourteen riders, so it seemed more like a family.  Everyone knew everyone else and everyone respected each other, even though the racing was hard.   The camaraderie was great.
Graeme left an indelible mark on people he came in contact with.  Like I said, speedway was like a family and Graeme surely became like the Godfather.
[image: ]Kind thoughts - RIP Graeme
Jim Crowhurst

ON BEHALF OF THE ASRA, OUR HEARTFELT SYMPATHY IS
[image: ]EXTENDED TO ALL THOSE WHO HAVE LOST SOMEONE DEAR TO THEM.
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